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COLCHESTER RECALLED  

BY ANDREW PHILIPS 

Early in June, we were lucky enough to 

have Andrew Phillips as our guest speaker 

at a meeting in the Scout and Guide Hall. 

Andrew has been one of the moving spirits 

behind the collection of oral testimonies 

about the history of Colchester in recent 

decades.  

He was able to tell us about 

the methods used to gather 

such material, the 

equipment employed and 

some of the more surprising 

results of the interviews 

conducted with local 

residents.  

There were plenty of tips from him about how we might go about 

doing a similar project ourselves to supplement the existing archive 

of oral evidence collected by Paul Thompson and his team in 2007. 
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And there was one striking innovation too! For the first time our 

group’s video recording camera was used – successfully – to preserve 

Andrew’s talk for posterity. Anyone who missed it and would like to 

watch it should contact Peter Hill in the first instance. 

 

Above: People who came to listen to Andrew Phillips 

 

WIVENHOE’S EARLY PARISH RECORDS 

One of the great things about the internet is its capacity to produce 

surprises. A few days ago, a casual search on Twitter produced the 

previously unknown fact that an energetic lady called Helen Barrell had 

transcribed almost all of the surviving parish registers for St Mary’s 

Church for the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  
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These registers are kept in the Essex Record Office and cover the 

baptisms of children born here, the marriages of parishioners and the 

burial of those who died within the parish’s boundaries.  

Her transcripts are freely available via a website on Essex and Suffolk 

surnames and there is a link on our own website to this site. We must 

express our gratitude to her for helping us in this way and hope that 

she carries on transcribing our registers into the eighteenth century.  

 

OUR VISIT TO THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

Right now our group’s most important project is the one on Wivenhoe in the First 

World War led by Gill Strudwick and involving a large number of people in the 

History Group.  

The resources of the Local History room in Colchester’s main library and of the 

Essex Record Office are vital in our efforts to trace what happened to our 

community and its men and women during the conflict. 

But the most important place to look for evidence is in the National Archives at 

Kew in the west of London.  

Half a dozen members of our 

group including Ian Valentine, 

Helen Polom, Lez McCabe, 

Gill Strudwick and Peter Hill 

went there on 15th July on a 

scouting expedition. We got 

tickets (after some delays) 

and had the chance to use the 

Discovery database to see 

what records relating to 

Wivenhoe people are held 

there.  

Peter actually found himself making enquiries about the records with a librarian, 

Kirsty Mckenzie, (pictured above) who had herself been a student at the 

University of Essex.  

All in all, it was a helpful trip which we should make again.  
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THE 1799 MAP 

Pat Marsden, who has been working on the 1799 map of Wivenhoe for some time, has 

made a great deal of progress in working out the names of the people who held 

properties in the parish and in tracing the histories of those properties. She has had the 

help of Patrick Denney, one of the historians working in and on Colchester, in this task. 

We can look forward to her explaining her findings in the not too distant future. It should 

be very interesting to hear what she has to say. 

 

Historical Tour around Harwich – Saturday 16
th
 August 

Our Secretary, Ian Valentine has organised a trip for us to go round Harwich 

with a guide from the Harwich History Society whom three us met on an 

exploratory visit to the Harwich Society’s headquarters last year.  

Ian says:   

The length of the walks is usually 70 -90 minutes depending on the 

Guide. There is quite a bit of free on-street parking in old Harwich 

although the Quay area gets quite busy in Summer. Best to park in 

Harbour Crescent overlooking the sea. It is then a pleasant short walk 

across Harwich Green towards the Quay area.  

We can start the walk at 14.30 from the Ha'penny Pier Information 
Centre. 
  
For our guided walks, the Harwich Society ask for a minimum donation 
of £2 per person. Our Guides are all volunteers and all monies raised in 
this way go towards the upkeep of our historic buildings. 
 

Please do get in touch with Ian if you want to go. Transport can be offered. 

Ian’s number is 01206 820236 or email him: ianrval@btinternet.com   
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WW1 Progress 

Another meeting will be held to review progress on Wednesday 6
th

 August at 

10am, this time at Toad Hall, Colchester Road as Gill has just moved home.  

Various people are pursuing research into different aspects of the War and how it 

affected Wivenhoe.  Wivenhoe was a much smaller place at that time with 

perhaps a population of around 2,500 people and not much more than 500 homes. 

Wivenhoe grew substantially after the first world war and then exponentially from 

the 1960s with the arrival of the University in 1964. 

If you are interested in getting involved, please do come and join us at 10am on 

Wed 6
th

 August.    

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Our next big event will be John Stewart’s exhibition 

on ‘Wivenhoe Memories’ in the William Loveless Hall 

on Saturday 23rd to Monday 25th August.  

His blog, Wivenhoe Heritage, shows just how rich the 

photographic record for Wivenhoe is. 

 

See John Stewart’s Heritage blog:  

http://wivenhoeheritage.blogspot.co.uk 
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The Wivenhoe History Group web site: 
 

Want to know more about us and the sort of things we are 
interested in doing?  Check out our website:  

www.wivenhoehistory.org.uk/home  

Above: An advert for new homes being built at what was then referred to as 
Broomfield Estate which was published in about 1962. 

 

 


