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WIVENHOE TO CLAIM RICHARD III’s REMAINS? 

Most people know that the remains of King 

Richard III were found buried under a car 

park in Leicester by a team of 

archaeologists a couple of years ago. It 

took some time to conduct the scientific 

tests to confirm the identification of the 

skeleton.  

Since then, there have been serious disputes 

over where the last of the Plantagenet kings 

should be buried.  

 

Leicester Cathedral has 

been the preferred site 

of the University of 

Leicester and of the 

Church of England’s 

authorities as well as 

of the government while 

York’s claims have been 

advanced by people there 

and by those conscious 

of Richard’s pronounced northern links. This argument will no 

doubt rumble on into the future.  

But Wivenhoe itself has a claim. From 1472, when King Edward IV 

seized the estates of the de Vere family, whose members were 

supporters of the Lancastrians in the Wars of the Roses, and 

granted them to his brother, Richard, Duke of York, until 1481, 

Wivenhoe Hall, which was then probably the largest and most 

impressive house in Essex, was in Richard’s hands.  
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He eventually sold it to John Howard, 1
st
 Duke of Norfolk. What 

none of these men appreciated was that the man from whom Wivenhoe 

Hall was seized, John de Vere, 13
th
 Earl of Oxford, would be the 

nemesis of the Yorkist dynasty.  

It was the 13
th
 Earl of Oxford who commanded Henry Tudor’s vanguard 

at the decisive battle of Bosworth in 1485: Richard III lost his 

life there and so did the Duke of Norfolk. 

 

It would be fitting if Richard III’s remains were interred here in 

St Mary’s parish church where his old foe and conqueror lived. 

Doing so would end the civil war over his burial between the North 

and the Midlands too! 

Christopher Thompson 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

John Stewart’s Award 

Many congratulations to John Stewart, one of the founders of the Wivenhoe History 

Group. He is the first recipient of the Town Council’s new award for community 

contributions.  

He received his award for his 

work in staging his ‘Wivenhoe 

Memories’ exhibitions in the 

William Loveless Hall over 

many years.  

John can be seen receiving 

his award from Cllr Robert 

Needham, former Town 

Mayor, at the Annual Town 

Meeting on the 14th May. 
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WORLD WAR I research: Gill Strudwick reports: 

An enthusiastic group of eight people met on 21
st

 May to discuss and update the group 

on their research.  Two members sent their apologies. 

 

Gill told the group that someone from Cirencester had been looking at our website and 

sent information and photos relating to Fred & William Salisbury whose names are on the 

Wivenhoe War Memorial.  It was good to see that our website is being accessed. 

 

Joan Sawyer & Helen Polom are 

working on how the women in 

Wivenhoe were involved in the 

war effort at this time.  They 

started their research by looking 

into the five ladies in the 

Munitions Factory photograph 

taken at Forrestt's from Nick 

Butler’s book. 

 

They would welcome any further 

information from their families. 

 

At the moment they are 

researching local newspapers to 

see if there is mention of any 

fundraising activities or reference 

to women's involvement. 

 

John Collins has been working on the Summer Exhibition at the Nottage relating to WW1. 

He talked about the Shipyard at this time and how they were building Paddle Steamers & 

Minesweepers. He talked about how yachts like the 'Rosabelle' were requisitioned, 

painted grey & equipped with guns. 

 

Barry Smith has been working on Church Records of which he has found very few as 

there appear to be no parish records for this war-time period.  He is now trying to locate 

the 'Roll of Honour' which was commissioned - according to Council minutes of that time.  

This was a board that was installed outside the Council Offices which, at that time, were 

at Little Wick, on the corner of Alma Street and High Street. 

 

John Stewart and Ian Valentine are still piecing together information about the soldiers 

both on the War Memorial and those who are not mentioned.  John is going to try and 
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collate this material ready for October.  Ian is also ploughing through newspapers to find 

references to soldiers from Wivenhoe. 

 

Gill explained about the pilot scheme she is doing with Millfields Primary School involving 

children and WW1 which takes place in July.  She will work with Broomgrove Infant and 

Junior Schools in the Autumn term on projects relating to WW1, mainly through Art 

&Textiles. 

 

                                         Gill Strudwick 
 

******************************************************************************** 

 

The Great War in Portraits Exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery 

If you have an hour to spare when you’re in Central London, I can recommend a 

visit to the above exhibition, which is open until the 15th June. 

I quote from the brochure of the exhibition: “In viewing the First World War 

through images of the many individuals involved, The Great War in Portraits looks 

at the radically different roles, experiences and, ultimately, destinies of those 

caught up in the conflict.”  

The first room is taken up with portraits of 

the leaders of the main protagonists regaled 

in their full imperial splendour, beginning 

with a full-length picture of George V, 

followed by Kaiser Wilhelm II, the emperor 

of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the 

Tsar Alexander II.  Then, in martial 

splendour, come power-portraits of Foch, 

Haig and Hindenberg asserting their military 

authority, contrasted with a press 

photograph of Gavrilo Princip, the assassin 

of Archduke Ferdinand. 

As the exhibition progresses it is 

accompanied by a brief narrative of the 

major events of the war to place the 

displays into context. 

The following rooms display pictures of the troops, and I was particularly struck by 

the works of William Orpen, who served in the early part of the war, but then 

became an official war artist.  He captured the character and feelings of his subjects 

in his superbly created facial features. 
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One wall was covered with four rows of photos, double the length of those in the 

accompanying photo of some of those involved from both sides.  Recognisable are 

Mata Hari in the first row, Jack Cornwell – a boy sailor and youngest winner of the 

VC at the age of 16 ½ in the Battle of Jutland - and Nurse Cavell in the 2nd; and of 

course Winston Churchill in the 3rd. 

A 16 minute screening of films of the Battle of the Somme – one taken by the 

British, and one by the Germans gave a powerful impression of the realities of the 

war.  Our film showed our troops and their trenches and their handling of the 

wounded and German prisoners.  The German film started with propaganda shots 

showing the damage caused to French villages allegedly by the British and 

continued with film of a gun barrage and troops crossing no-man’s land to get to 

the opposition trenches. 

Finally images of heroes and medal-winners alongside the wounded and the fallen 

showed the bitter-sweet nature of war in which valour and selfless endeavour 

contrast with disaster and suffering.  A painting of a dead stretcher bearer spread-

eagled across his stretcher, with one foot dangling in the water at the bottom of the 

trench was particularly sobering. 

                                                   Ian Valentine 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WHG Meeting at the Scout & Guide Hall on 

Wednesday, 21 May 2014 

17 members and guests attended this meeting to listen to a talk by Barney Loughran from the 

War Graves Photographic Project.  This project exists to seek out and photograph graves of 

people who have died on, or as a result of, active service, and 

also those who are not known to the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission (CWCC). 

Barney now lives in Colchester after a career in the Army and 

Prison Service, and he probably shocked us all by stating that 

there has only been one year since 1914 when a British 

serviceman has not been killed.  

He was visiting our cemetery to find the grave of James Huston 

who died on active service in Northern Ireland in 1989, then, as 

is his habit, looked around the cemetery for any other 

gravestones that might be interesting. He spotted the gravestone 

of the Baker family because of a wooden remembrance cross 

placed at the foot of the memorial. (Note: Wivenhoe Scouts each 

year visit the two cemeteries and place a cross on each of the 10 
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gravestones of people who died fighting in the last century).  

He found recorded at the bottom of this family tombstone the name of Thomas William Baker 

who lost his life when the SS Abosso was sunk on 24th April 1917. He checked the War Graves 

Commission web site and found that his name is marked on a memorial stone in Lagos, Nigeria.  

There was no reference to his being a Wivenhoe man.  

To have a new grave accepted by the CWGC, members of the Photographic Project have to 

provide complete evidence that the gravestone record is correct, and that the person involved 

came from the locality concerned.  This is what Barney now set out to do for Thomas Baker.   

He showed in great detail using projections on the screen how he had gone about doing this 

through Censuses and Birth and Death Certificates, and as far as I was concerned introduced 

me to several previously unknown websites, such as ‘Death Certificates in the Marine Register’ 

and the ‘In from the Cold Project’. 

As a result of his persistence, we now know that Thomas William Baker was born in 1879, but 

was not the brother of Albert and Ernest Baker who are also recorded on our War Memorial.  He 

joined the Nigerian Marine Service, and according to a report of his death in the Essex County 

Standard was “coming home on leave” aboard the Elder Dempster passenger ship S.S. 

Abosso, when she was torpedoed on 24th April 1917 by U-Boat U-43 in the North Atlantic some 

180 miles west of Fastnet, and Thomas, aged 38, drowned along with 64 of the crew and 

passengers.  

Barney found full details of the sinking in the Mercantile Roll of Honour taken from a book “Elder 

Dempster Fleet in the War”, which also gives a complete listing of the “Crewmen lost”.  So it’s 

not entirely clear whether he actually served in the crew, as well being a passenger. His name 

is recorded on the Memorial in St Saviour’s Cathedral, Lagos, Nigeria. 

Barney’s final slide showed the family tree from Ancestry.co.uk. It was at this point that he 

properly introduced his two guests whom he had simply introduced earlier as Theresa and 

Clare.  To everyone’s astonishment and delight he introduced Theresa as the great 

granddaughter and Clare as his great great granddaughter. His investigations had led him to 

finding them just two week’s earlier. It was a great revelation to see not just the family tree on 

the screen, but also to meet a couple of Thomas Baker’s descendants. 

                                                 Ian Valentine 

Business Matters 

Peter Hill reported to the meeting on 21st May that we had been given a cheque for 

£200 from the Mayor’s Charity Fund, and also that he had submitted a new 

Expression of Interest application to the Heritage Lottery Fund. They had responded 

with some helpful comments and that he, Chris Thompson and Gill Strudwick were 

now working on a full application for a grant to enable us to establish a Community 

Archive and also to cover costs of the WW1 project that involved Wivenhoe’s three 

primary schools with which Gill was working. As we had now raised £4,000 towards 
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the £7,000 cost of the Community Archive, he was more optimistic about our 

chances of a grant this time round. 

Peter proposed that the WHG should adopt History of our Streets as a theme for 

our new Community Archive which had been put forward by Pat Marsden. This was 

agreed. 

 

 

Trip to the National Archives at Kew on Tuesday 15th July 

A reminder was given about the planned trip to the National Archives at Kew on 

Tuesday 15th July to research the information we are finding difficult to find about 
our Wivenhoe soldiers not mentioned on the War Memorial.  Some members intend 

to go by car, others by train. Please let Peter Hill know if you would like to join the 
trip. 

 
 

The other reminder was about the public talk by Paul 
Rusiecki on Friday 17th October at 7.30pm relating to WW1 in 

this area of Essex.  It is hoped to have some of the group’s 

findings on display that night, together with some work 

produced by the local primary schools. 

    

 

************************************************************ 

 

Next Meeting on Wednesday, 11th June 

The next meeting of the Group takes place at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 11 June 

when Andrew Phillips, the Colchester local historian, will talk on the Colchester 

Recalled project. 

 

The next meeting of the WW1 group is at 

10am on 6
th
 August at Toad Hall and NOT 

9
th
 July as previously published.  
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Please do get in touch with us at:  wivenhoehistory2@gmail.com 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Wivenhoe History Group web site: 
 

Want to know more about us and the sort of things we are 
interested in doing?  Check out our website:  

www.wivenhoehistory.org.uk/home  

 


