No. 326), builtin 1925 for the London and North Eastern Railway
Company to operate the ferry-hoat service between Harwich and
Felixstowe. Registered to carry 230 passengers, she had a trial
speed of nine knots and is, twenty-nine years later, still in service
under British Railways ownership. ,

Also builtin 1925 was the sturdy wooden steam tug to the order
of Jones, Burton and Co. for service in Aden and the neighbouring
islands. Named Kamaran 11 (Ship No. 335) she was powered by a
steam engine of our own make to give a speed of eight and three-
quarter knots. This vessel later made headlines in the daily Press
when she rescued boatloads of refugees from the port of Hodeidah
(Yemen) and, to escape the bloodshed and looting which took
place during the war between Saudi Arabia and Yemen in 1934,
towed them to the safety of the British-protected island of Kama-
ran in the Red Sea.

An unusual cralt built in 1935 was the Armand Ruffer (Ship
No. 505). Classed as a Dispensary Launch, she was for the use of
the Medical Port Officer at Port Suez. IMorty-six feet overall, she
wag constructed of teak and powered by a sixty-eight b.h.p. Ailsa
Craig engine to give a speed of nine and a half knots. As will be
goen from the illustration, this craft bears some similarity in
general lines and form to the fifty-two and a half foot Harbour

Service Launches developed and used by the Royal Navy at

hases all over the world,

s, Ship No.
B3, She 1s o 50 1, wo
Aden Port Teunt, dlenelsongined
of 124 knotw

Ship Noo 3360 Kamaran Tl staedy 60000 steam tag delivered in
1926 for werviee 1o the Aden nrea

| Pilot L
inn SOM) Lo give a speed

h for the
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Ship No. 563, Minatitlan, a towing and utility launch, was
built originally to the order of the Eagle il Shipping Co. Ltd., but
before leaving the yard was purchased by the California Standard
0il Company and re-named Caltanura. Intended for service in the
Persian Gulf, this launch was installed with a 6.3 Gardner 102
b.h.p. engine giving a speed of nine and a half knots.

Probably the most renowned of the R.N.L.1. Life-boats built at
Rowhedge is the Cadgwith boat Guide of Dunkirk (Ship No. 570).
Financed by funds raised by the Girl Guides’ Association of Great
Britain, this Life-boat was originally intended to replace the St.
Ives boat wrecked in a disaster which cost the lives of all but one

of her crew, but following many modifications to suit the especial

hazards of the Cornish coastline, and an absorbingly adventurous
war life, the Life-boat is now on the Cadgwith station.
Incorporating many of the latest developments of the Institu-
tion, this Life-boat is of the double-skin self-righting type and
many at Rowhedge recall the unusual sight which she provided in
the River Colne when deliberately turned keel-up during the

course of exhaustive caj

received in 1940, she was immediately launched and joined that

o

heroic fleet of ““little ships” w forces Irom

n. We

the jaws of defeat and enabled them to live and fight

are glad that a Rowhedge boat was there,

Ship No. 505: Also in Middle Fast serviee (Port Suez) is the 46 (1,
Armand Ruffer, a Port Dispensary Luuneh

Ship No. 563: Calteanura, o 48 . d In
Company in the Per

wehy does duty for an Ol
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YACHTS

For men will go a-sailing

IT 15 0FTEN sALD that there is a goodly dash of the briny in the
veins of the average Englishman and this no doubt accounts for
the fact that so many find their greatest delight in life in getting

aboard a boat. The urge to do so has, moreover, increased rather

=l
than diminished, for although successive Chancellors of the Fx-
chequer have reduced to a very few the larger eraft requiring paid
crews, the demand for smaller boats (both sail and power) which
are m=mxm.o:£<c Lo r:% and to run is both an cneouragement Lo
Britain’s craftsmen boatbuilders and a considerable challenge to
their arts and resources.

Tt should, incidentally, not be overlooked that at one time

seentre, Forinstance,

Rowhedge was itsell a considerable yaeh
Lord Alfred Paget endowed four cottages for his yacht hands,

while some of these eralt were of such size that thirty men would

sign on one of them.

The output of the Yacht Department at Rowhedge, and of its
long-established predecessors, has covered almost every conceiv-
able type and size of such cralt. Undoubtedly one of the most
colourful was the Tury (Ship No. 100), a steam yacht built in 1911
to the order of James Pollock, Sons and Co. for a high South

American  dignitary. Resplendent with highly-polished brass

funnel and an awning in what the womenlolk would now call a
red-and-white “candy-stripe”, she reflected the status of her

owner even 1o the extent of having a small saluting cannon.

Forty-two feet six inches in length and powered by a five-inch
and ten-inch by six-inch (.5.C. engine of our own make, she had
a speed of cight knots,

A very dillerent and much more recent yacht is the Umbrina
(ilhastrated on page 24), aseventy-six foot diesel vesselin steel (Ship
No. 705) built in 1949 for Mr. R CL Gillillan, an American citizen
ol Seottish deseent who lives in Nairobi. One of the largest private
vachis Built sinee the war, she was designed by Me. W. G. Mc-

Bryde, Mmoo a, and combines the purposelully efficient aspect

of an st Const deilter with the dignity and manifold amenities
ol womodern luxury vessel of the hes possible standard. Umbrina

iv the practical outeome of the owner’s thoughts and ideas over

Ship Noo 100 The 42 10 6 g Tary (1911, Tor a Soath A

e evesenteher in her day

Vo WHH LG
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Ship Noe. 530: An acid test
indeed of yacht-building skill

was the eigar-shaped Auxiliary

Quite apart from
extensive and pronouneed

curvalures, her edge-to-edge

illasteation shows the highly

unconventional twin keelw nnd

_z.—A 1

Lo

many years and it is significant that he should eleet 1o hve them
expressed in a British-built yach complote with a Biviah eigine,
the latter being a Gardner 01,3 developing FEE D nnd driving
through 2 : 1 reduction gears to give aospend of eight o e hld
knots.

Umbrina (flvine the Stars and Steipes) win lnonehed dnowoeh
ymg

unusually complete trim that she ran her engines within ten
minutes, her sea trials a week later and within wsecond woek win

off on a 6000-mile maiden passage 1o her home port of Monhi,

from whence she ¢

woin the Tndion Ocenn, Ax vecontly an Apidl

3

this year the owner wrote: ... sheisoas spiele and wpaan the iy

she left England and it stll gives me plessre Ay L ot

about the yacht contem) g oand admiving the e calined

work and the many other relinements for whieh yvoure yird wis

5

responsible™,




Rowhedge-built yachts have, however, by no means been con- ers. She was fitted with a four h.p. auxiliary and a special point of
fined to power craft, and notable among sailing vessels was Mer- interest is the way in which her twin keels and specially designed

ganser (Ship No. 500), a 1 w5 Measurement teak rudder post and skeg enabled the yacht 1o remain upright when

deen-ton The 3
cutter built for Squadron-Leader G,

Oddie, por. o, AL G, In aground.

contribution to the needs of the modern-

inches overall, she had a The main Rowhed

1035, Thirty-nine feet four and o ha
four-eylinder Parsons auxiliary petrol engine of 1020 hop. a day yachting enthusiast with limited resou
1000/2000 r.p.m. theless, wants no compron with high standards both in con-
| strnetion and performance, is the Fireerest Fifteen, a half-decked

¢x but who, never-

1

e ealled for an especially exac

Another wooden yacht w
e exelusively for Rowhedge by that

degree of eraftsmanship was the Auxiliney Sailing Catter Rutter- centreboard sloop desi

30), built in 1936 for Mo G 10 1Fost

y-experienced and wuceessful dinghy  designer Robert N.

oo highly

cup (Ship No. &

onventional des

by Robert Uk, She wis twenty=live |

overall. The extrene curvatire of the ahoveswater hall-form ,
One ol the Tnegest private yaehts 1o be |l

vowith the 160,

allowed no tatitade e i e those Tan ol i i A

Ul i,

CMLLNGAL AR the interior view 1o

technicalities of wooden construetion will appreciate that this, dowdgned by My, WL G Melbe
notwit

wone exlent Batanding her self-evident
i

lbng win Medgestosodpe”
(hle ton

coupled with the faet that the hull p
e hest maod

new ot h

| 1the severest |

ment, s

\ and entively withoot conlloing, fipm
, ' el i every

ein

_ apon the capabilivies of the yard, Fhe fndshed cratt wis i sorren
_ ol

sihited by one ol the et ves Iy

ahion iy w e

astad satinfaetion hoth to the owner and ourselves an hullid




Stone. First introduced at the 1950 International Motor Show, the
Firecrest Fifteen is in regular production at our Lower Yard and is
being increasingly taken up both here and abroad, several, for
exarmple, having gone to Venezuela.

This ““ Firecrest” class was so called to perpetuate one ol the most
famous names in the annals of yachting, a ten-lon racing cutter
built in the same vard al Rowhedge, which between 1023 and
1929 was sailed around the world single-handed by the French
lawn tennis star, Alain Gerbault. He is refer ed 1o by Li-Cmdr,
E. C. Talbot-Booth, .~ k., dealing with epic lone eruises in his

“

. i .
aps sn
_:,_.__.._., most __.c..:_

book, Yachts, Yachting and Sailing, as
man of all”. Both he and the boat nevertheless madde their final
Jandfall sale and sound despite the worst hat wind and weather
could offer, a supreme tribute alike to ihe prowess of the Bl
man and the eraftsmen who built her,

In this H-Bomb age it is reassuring to be peminded, neowe ae

from lime to time, that neither of these funda pentad ulaiti

bheen lost.

preoy e n high
v Hhip Nog !

amwovins Felimdyve to Howlodge e Foerost Fifloen, o hall ek eenteelind o
by Hoheet Ny Stane, Nigned attor |
B andned sonadderhile popul
sibieed of oomabiiotbon il pesfaeines 50 o peiee whieh many enthnsists e ol

Py Bl wirs bt wl teak

debraton ponmdtheworbid Paemorent, abs bkl wt Rowhoedge, she
ity b Bst tedaeesd ot tie TOAH Mot Whivw, The new Moot

b Nestahbe e o D e bt be sadlingg evalt ts Vergeanes, w thbebeeiton Ansdboey

s )




Latest of a line of wvessels

launched at Rowhedge for the

he Seaward

Admiralty is
fence Boat mas. Tekford (Ship
No. 774). 117 1, 3 ins,
2001 Dhiesel-

crall are of ¢ne

:ﬁ:_

with a 1

oKt

troy submarines, inelading the

pihi

ped with gans, Tees, de




NAVAL AND OTHER SERVICE GRAFT

In these they have served

5

I cralt with impressive associations were a whole

CLAUNCHED WITHOUT TRAGE™ may secm wormewhat alarm- Other s

s ol thirty feel and thirty-five

ringe of Motor Boats and Gutl
o with sueh “ships of the line” as H.M.S.

:_-__ in

ingand highly unnau | expression, NIRRT

ally speaking) of quite a high proportion ol the many
defensive vessels which have talken shape [towhedge over the Woeyvmaounth, VEMS, Terror, aned TEMLS. Gentaaer, Lo say nothing of

voonnd feot in length Tor we

last fifty years. Built under security conditions, they woere nol a numiber of Admivals™ Boureges, one ol which is known to have
e heen _:.._:....__ boon directed to TLM,S, Repulse,
i throngh 1o the wecond Waorld War

photographed, and while many ol them hive

elsewhere, we have, being somewhat Timited for rpace, conlinml eain whout 1918 vy
our illustrations to those which were recorded at the time,

Typical of those nol ilustrated woere some Steam Plonaces ol

ffty feet in length, usually powered by enpines (ram oue neas
3 2 Y . "

d L mndd sapptied duving

neighbours of the time, A. G Muml
the period 1912-15 for service with wuch logendary vonsels s
H.M.S. Tiger, H.M.S. Delhi, TM.S, Barham and LENH Malaya
These potentially tethal Tittle ernft were slung overhonrd from
ar 1o he very vrude

their parent ships and, by what now ap
methods, went into the attaclo with forpe dovs and wore thim no

doubt the precursors of the vedoubtable Tantwar M s

w A




i pge e de
My doe b
s

AL

0PPOSITE, LEFT: Ship No. 384: One of two
56 ft. Motor Pinnaces built for the Air Ministry
between the wars. They were of teak
construction, diesel powered

RIGHT: Ship No. 474: Also diesel-driven was
the 52 ft. steel vessel Crystal I1, an
ammunition carrier for the War Office

BELOW: Ship No. 234: Built for the War Office
during World War I, this 80 ft. 7 in. steel tug
was one of seven for service on the Belgian canals




vears, an almost constant sight in the yard, under construction or
fitting-out, was a fifty-two and a half foot teak Harbour Service
Launch and, in all, some sixty of these “handmaidens of the
Fleet” have been built at Rowhedge. The 8-inch and 106-inch by
8-inch C.8.C. steam engines originally powering them in turn gave
2 g Y1 2 g
way to diesels, a process which was, however, somewhat sur-

prisingly reversed during the 1939-45 war, when diesel engines

were in overwhelming demand for submarines and tanks and
there was also a shortage of skilled men 1o operate and serviee
them. Steam was then reintroduced and we huilt 8-inel and

LS.CL en

nes for installation in our own hulls

16-inch by 8-inch

and also supplied twelve eng for identical cealt heing hoilt in

other yards. Hull templates and drawings alio were z.__.__:..__ i

other builders. Where these o

1 are coneernod, therofore, Rows

hedge can fairly claim to have “mothered™ thoir exintenos,

Both steam and diesel-engined versions were of similar double-
¢kin teak construction, with the bottoms coppered as necessary
for protection in tropical waters, but the diesel craft were lesser in
both beam and draft. Steam engines gave them a speed of nine
knots and a Ruston 5 V.P.M.G. diesel (100 b.h.p. at 1000 r.p.m.)
a knot more.

Rather out of the usual run du

¢ World War I was Ship No.

o seven inches to the ovder of

234, a steel steam tog of eighty |

the War Office Tor use on the Be

Bell and Calderwood 1T0-ineh and 24-ineh by 18-inch

A

. Powered by a Camp-
S.C. en-

gine, this _:__.__:_:_._.___-_::_L_ g oerall hadd o speed of ten m.p.h.

aces fifty-six feel in
Tength (Ship Now, 384 5) were built for the Aiv Mi

with _.::_.L.,,.::._.._,:_:..__:._. womi=diesels of ninety=six b.h

In botween wars, 1927, two Motor I

istry. Installed

v, Lhese

o bt of tende, hd o .;_:..,__ ol eloven and a hall knots, A

pAY




littde later on came the Ceyatal L1 (8hip Noo AT4) an ammunition

cying (ifty=twosfool stoel vessel foy the War Offiee. A thees
il ul

eylinder Widdop engine ol LOB B gave her w seevice g

Hn

il ::._ ____...____._:_._.._, I

Ax might be expected, the servies el it foe the Hettish
Admiralty durling World Wi T were e (eleed, while
shortly after the outhreak we detlvered theoe Mine Hevoavery
Lavnehes (Ship Now, G024) to the prtber ol the Purkdsh Bovern
mont. Built of steel nod galyasbaed, they wirs sixty (et i linpth
and gave wpoadn of nlme wned Cirseguarise kot pos pil by LT
b Natfonal diesels

Cpon the ot hreah ol wir e 105, the ahilpryand ah Wivenhioe on
e opnostte side of the Colieg whieh had bees slussd oy sime
wine yenrn, wire lonend feom Natlonal Shiphiidee® Seoy i

A0

iy, Wivenhoo Sh
i v swhidel, inekdentally, s a building history going back to

A lw v v 1., was formed to operate

(e thime ol the Spaaish Ay [, and key personnel were trans-

forvedl 1o B from Howhedge, Fifty-live craft, all Naval vessels,

were bt there durtng the war, at the end of which the yard was

.:__..___...:_._ Ceoon the Covmer londlords, The main output from this
sl ol 1Oh«foot

sovine st of allowand and others ol composite construction, i.e.
[ | ’

d 120-fool Motor Minesweepers,

shibpry il v

wontlen planking on steel fromer, It ix a sobering thought that

aede sl vessel vegquired the prod of approximately 250
Pty b wndd el teooss Al machinery layoutl was handled by

Huwhedpe

o stes) Torpedo Hecovery vens I« (Ship Nos. 605 and 623),
bt dhuiptig World War HHas TURD 2 and T.R.V, 4, are of in-



