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 Greas News from the OCEAN.

HE main Ocesz being the general Empire or
Dominion of the Whefe, the admiring World
look vpon it as a prodigie, if at any time that
mighty Leviathan makes a prodigal excurtion
out of his own fpacious Confines,to fport himfelf in any Cresk,
or: River. e :
Some People have been fo fuperfticious as to take notice,
that there commonly falls out fome extraordinary Change
or Revolution in thofe Countreys where fach a thing hap-
pens ; but what reafon they have for it, 1 cannot yet ima-
gine: - So heretofore Men took their Augury from flying-
Birds, or the entrails of dead Beafts ; but how litrle intelli-
gence this as inquifitive, and if 1 did not livein it my felf,
T fhould fay more learned dge, has gathered out of fuch
Obfervations, Ileave to the Prudent to Compute.”
1 know forfle Men who have precipitated their own Mor-
tality, snd conceited they fhould immediately dye, before
' as the fubfegoence after proved it ) Providence intended
“their expiration ; meerly upon the infignificant Clicking,
or well-meafured palpitation of a difconteated ‘Wood.worns, of
Death-waseh. Others who have took pet at their own
Salubriofity or Health, and been frighted into an Agae, ot
Confumption at the letcherous fhrieks of a wanton Weefel.
For my part, whoam no Admirer of Old Womens Ste-
rigs, r‘[nlﬁéw;nq reafon why we miay not as rationally tremble
at the obftrepetous ‘feighings of a Rude ‘Stone-Herfe'; or put
on a Sick Cap at the lafcivious noife of a clamorous Catter-
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wanling, as beterrified at either of them. So faramIfrom
infinuating any doubts or fears into the minds of any of
my Fellow Subjects, that I think they had never lefs occa-
fion to apologize a fmile, or excufe the mirth of a Jubilee,
than'now they have'; and perhaps the moft ‘difcontented of
them would club with me in that belief, would their frenzy
i give them fo much patience as to confider, That moft part of
" the yetknown World are now involved in Martial Broils

whilft the indulgent Aeavens are fo kind as to-admit us to be
the quiet Commiferators of their miferies. %
My Pen raves, and Phancy itches to amplific upon that
Subject ; but fearing my large Porch is already too big
for my little Foufe, 1 will baylk my inclinations to: pur-
{ue my Theme, : = o
- Being not over-cumber’d with bufinefs, I made it part
of ming to walk the Streets, which I found lately infected
with the hideous noile of « Blazing-Star, or prodigious
Comet, which was vifibly feen here in Emgland (as if other
Parts of the World were not admitted The fine [h—
or Rarity fhow; and might not as reafonably appropriate
infuing .evills to themfelves, as fome.of our difcontented
Fanaticks,do to us) whereupon I confulted the Judgment
of the Learned concerning the nature of a ®A4ezeor, which

1 find them all agree (except the. Lillian Tribe ) to be no

ether than.an [gwis fatuns, or Will of the Wifp drawn. by
the Sun’s extraordinary , exhalations_inte  a higher, Sphere,
.and owns-its clevation to that degree of heat which gt
--.‘ra&s it. T p ST, 18 340) Cris s ifes
-, ~&fer this I heard the Muliitude ask for.an Account of
+a.Strange Whale, which was lately taken ~——they-could
_mot tell where, but, fomewhere about England they were
i . - fure of it.. This made me folicitous to enquire after it ;
! -and 1 was- fo fortungte at laft to meer with the Maﬂﬁlﬁ'
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of a Ship who was an Eye.witnefs of its incurfion, and
gave me this following Account concerning it,

- That on the 23, of this prefent Month 4pri/, the Neigh-
bouring Inhabitants to a ‘fair River in Effex, known by
the Name of Wivner- River (whofe Mouth opens to the Sea)
perceived a great difturbance in the Water, which big-
gened the expeClatious of the Countrey-Men in thofe parts,
fo that fome of them threw down their Shovels, others
forfook their Plough-tails; and in fine, the generality of
them left their Imployments to go to' be'the Spectatots of
the Event of (o unufual an Accident, - The troubled Water
put fome of them into pious cogitations, whil®t others
gaping for the Event, fpy’d the back of a Fifh of an ex-
traorainary fize, who by her difcontented poftures and fre-
quent fruglings feem’d to quarrel with the narrownels of the
River for mote Elbow:room. She fometimes thréw' her
prodigious Head ‘above the' Waves, at other times with

her fpreading Tail fhovelled rhe Sands fo high, that partof -

them fell on the Spetators Heads : One while fhe flown-
ced at fuch a rare, that they belield the greateft part of
her ‘Body, ‘and with the ponderous fuelth of her large
Bulk falling again  into the Water, made the depreffed
Waves in a haughty infurre@ion out-fwell their Bancks,
and threaten an over-flow to the Neighbouring Aeads.

In this difcontented motion fhe continted to go u
fome part ‘of that' River, till fhe ‘came, wichin ‘iz _miles
‘of Colchefier, where the Sinds being wafht away by the
preceding Tide, fhe was ‘fain to trliggle for life 'in'a low
Water and hard bottom ; -where,. with her extraordinary
endeavour to quit 'her feIf of that premmmire, the brake
off part of her Tall, and wirh a delugz 'of “Blood " Which

immediarely ifucd ftom that frattion, eloured the whole
Stream with a ‘funguine o bloody Finctdre ;' info. S
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that thofe Tohabitants who lived fome diftance off, neaser
the Sea, were ftartled at the alieration, and really ima-

% o=

could Rain the Water with fo deep a Dye.

gined that 0o Jefs an accident than that of a Blooay fight

1n fine, the Speflators were amaz’d 5 0o Man durft ven.
ture to [eize upon the unufual Péfitant, ull at length (he her
felf fav'd them that labour ; for baving ftruggled fo long in
thofe {hallow W aters, fhe bruis’d her felf fo much, that had
(he not had thar misfortune of breaking off her Tail, itis
frace judg'd the could not have liv'd, had fhe recovered her
beloved Osean.. | :

1o fhort', Reader, this Gentleman who gave me this infor-

mation told me that in this lamentable condition fhe endea-

voured to refift her fate, tillat leogth, for wantof both breath

and blood, fhe dyed in the Watcr, being of fo large a-bulk
that the River could not cover her : Her Body ftrutted out of
the Waters like a Hill, or Promontory; and when fhe was
drawn ot of the River and came to be. meafured, {he was
found to be no lefs than fifty Foot in length, and twenty eight
in thicknefs. :

Perhaps it may be expected by fome, that fince T have un-
dertaken to give an account of the arrival of this prodigious
Creature, 1 (hould alfo turn Naturalift, and be obliged to
give the World the Reafon of their. excurfions in general,

" Tknow there are divers have guefs'd at thofe induccments
which have caufed Whales to wander out of their Natural
Province, the, upbounded Ocean ; but fince they have not
been able to giue us afenfible demonftration; we may chufe
whether we will pin animplicite credulity en their (in other
things) authentick flecves. | ,
Pliny
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Pliny would per{wade us that their unnatural wandrings
are generally caufed by fickie(s or indifpofition of Body,
which, as with rational, fo mueh more with fenfitive Crea-
tures ufually makes them reftlels and difeontented ; this it
is which makes them out of conceit with their old Coverrs,
and run like mad Dogsat Adventurés , they greatly caré not
whither, having vainly tricd for a Medicine in the falt Wa-
ters, their fenfe inclines them tohopé for what they mift of
there in the frefh; fothat having mede fome entrance into.
fome Creck which leads toa Rivers mouth, the frelh Wa-
terdtill increaling upon them, they never retura till chey are

cither taken or Sanded.

_Some hold that there are fome Tides fo impetuous,that by
vertue of their ftrength alone they are able to hurle a young
W hale into the mouth of a frefh Water River; in which,

perhaps fhe may fport her felf awhile, till thofe Waters re-

vert and treacheroufly leave her onthe naked Sands.

A third fort of opinions there-are, who do appropriate toa
ftorm the fame effet. AT SR

And a fourth, and indeed thele are moft numérous, though
(perhaps leaft authentick) who would have Whales to be
brought to Land by the famc means, and for the fame Rea-
fon, as (theéy would haveit) Gomets are placed in the Skie,
- wiz. ecither asacertain fign of an infuing Judgment to fall
upon that Nation over which they depend, orelfea favour-
able warning given us by the Almighty, to turn from fome
notorious fins, and confequently avoid thofe threatning pu-
nifhments which nothing but a real reformation and hearty
repentance’can infallibly avoid, :

: For
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