THE CAMP AT COLCHESTER—PRINCE ALBERT'S VISIT.

CorenesTer, near which is the interssting seene repre euted by the
engraving ou page 285, 15 a place of vo meonsd rable inte t o the
antiquary, having been one of the excliost Bomow statious in Piitain, and
n town of some note in the Avglo-Sixon period, ANl around wre vesliges
of an ancient order of things—autiquated Lutldings, the wusling remuins
of walls, the imposing ruins of a strong eastle, relics of au abbey and a
yriory, and o'lier ceclesiastical remaine, ) 3

The coustruction of the camp nt Colehester, which commenced in July,
1863, was carried on without accident ordelay, and the eatire arrangement
of the buildings has been with a view to the comfort snd convenienes of
the troops, ) N

" principal entrance to the encampment is from the military-roud,
and witlun a short distunce of the old building, tormerly used ns n wagn-
vue. From this entrance, one of the main roads, Y0 ft. in width, runs
through the camp to the Mersen-road, and similur roads Ir_'.un-! the next
battalions on the right. 'I"irough the centre of the harracks, from north
10 south, a run is formed 40 ft. wide, snd cach battalion is inters cted by
similar carriage-ways. The total vumber of ercctions is ubout 500, com-
prising six battalions of huts, each battalion complete in itself for both
officers and men, The generality of the erections are unifore in size, aud
ench house is detached, standing at the distance of 10 L, from the next

building.
INSPECTION OF THE TROOPS BY PRINCE ALUERT,

On Monday, Prince Albert paid a visit to the emmp st Colchester, and
inspected the troops stationed there, under the command of Mujor-General
Gascoigne. The day was singularly auspicious, and the neighlour-
ing gentry and inhabitants generally for miles around came in great
numg:n to witness the ccremony. The Prince arrived Ly a speciul
train at eleven o'clock, and having Leen received by General Gasevigne an
his staff, was escorted on horseback to the town-hall, where an address
was to be presented to him by the corporation, a detuchment of the L1th
Regiment forming a guard of honour, His Royal Highness wore the
upiform of a Field Marshal, decorated with the insignia of the Dath, and
rode a dark chestnut charger of grent beauty. The whole length of the
road, 'rom the station to the centre of the town, which is remarkably
picturesque, was lined with a d nse crowd, anxicus to sec the | ageant us
it passed. Triumphal arches were erected at intervals wlong the route,
hanuers floated from the churel-steeples, public buildings, and muny private
houses ; and a joyous peal of bells was rung in honour of the oceasion. Thie
scene in the |ligh Street, at the windows of which the flower of the gentry
and inhabitants were assembled, was exeeedingly animated, and the ovation
which the Prince received there, nnd, indeed, wherever he went, must
have been exeemlingty gratifying to him. ;

On arriving at the town-liall, to which a select party, cumynwd mostly
of ladies, had been admitted, lie was received by the mayor, sldermen, ani
several of the principal burgesses, and condueted to a dais st the end of
the spartment. The recorder of the borough then appronchied and pre-
sented an address of congratulation and weleome, and expressing sonti.
ments of loyalty and affection to hier Majes'y on beha'f of the corporation.

Priuce Albert, in acknowledging this compliment, said,—* Mr. Mayor
and Gentlemen, I am deeply sensible of the Kinduness and eordiniity v hich
have marked your reception of me on this wy first visit to vour ancient
borough. 1 have embraced with the greatest satisfaetion this opportunity
of becoming acquainted with a part of England which I'had wot hefore
seen ; and it is most gratifying to me to find among the peopls of Col-
chester the same zeal for the true interests and the Jorour of the country,
and the same loyalty and affectionate attachment to their Sovereign, that
1 have found in all other parts of her Mujety's dominions which I have
visited. To be the channe! for conveying to the Queen the expresion of
such sentiments of loyalty and patrictisn is as agrecable to me as I know
it will beto her Majesty’s heart to receive them,”

e Koynl party, on leaving the town-hall, procceded to the camp in
the vicinity of the town, accompanicd as before by General Gasooigne and
his stafl, escorted Ly n detachment of the West F ex Yeoranry as o coord
of lonour; and having inspected its general cconomy ind the interior
urrangement of some of the huts, they repaired to Wavenloe Park, the
vooperty of Mr. Guerdon Rebow, about three miles distant, where the
troops hiad been sent early in the day for inspection, They consisted of
the 8Sth Regiment, under the command of Colonel Maxwe 1, and four
teziments of militia—namely, the West Suffolk, the West Essex, the East
Norfolk, and the Essex Rifles—making an ageregate force of about 2000
wen,  The fine park at Wavenhoe, which was generously thrown open to
the publie on the occasion, without restriction, was singularly well adapted
for a mili review, and the spectacle there, which between 10,000 and
15,000 assembled to witness, was esccedingly animated and pictu-
resque. A m(:ndg detachment of the Essex constabulary and the borongh
police maintained the most admirable ordes.

_ Meanwhile the town of Colchester may be said to have been almost
literally deserted. By far the greater part of the population, rich and
yoor, young and old, turned out to witness the review ; and the road to
\hven'lmo, some four miles in leneth, in the endless variety of vehicles
called into requisition, the motley erowd of pedestrians, the ludierous mis-
haps by the way, and the dense cloud of dust in which all alike were

enveloped, strongly reminded visitors of a Derby day,
. Arriving on the d, Prince Albert reccived the salute of the General
in command, and the bands of the several regiments played the National
Authem. The Prince, attended by his suite and by General Gascoigne and
his staff, then rode along in front of the t s, who were drawn up in
line for the purpose, and closely inspected them. Olservin Captain
Browne, who has recently returned from the Crimea with the loss of an
arm, on the flank of the 8Sth Regiment, Lie paused for a moment and
desired that gallant officer should be presented to kim, which was
immediately dove. Iis Royal Highness then took up u position near the
flagstafl ; and the brigade formed into open columns of companies, and
marched past in “ quick time;” then in columns, at quarter distance ;
und,‘ again, in contiguons close columms. They subsequently advanced
n cchelon of battalions and performed several other manceuvres, finally
ining for some distance the road ou either side from the point of regress
:::al the park. :tut.lw Pnn:;lhr?_um ll,le'oﬂieen in command nmle
¢ presen im, and, having expressed 1o General
:’W the Wd:gh:‘.‘dth:l ) lhllnce (;:' lllnzﬂtr«gpu and the whole
rrangements ¢ him, hLe ) 3
ml - . about two o'clock,
Prince, on way to the rtation, visited the Asylum for Idiots,
established iu the suburbs of the town, the inmates of which hnd heen
assembled in the t grounds to receive him ; and at three o'clock, he
took his departure for Buckingham Palace, :
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