
Mary	Ann	Murrells	(1830-1914)		
	
Mary	Ann	was	 born	 in	Wivenhoe	on	 the	 4th	October	 1830	 and	was	 baptised	 in	 St	
Mary’s	on	the	26th	October.	She	married	William	Bacon	(1820-1855)	in	October	1852	
and	 had	 one	 child	William	 Charles	 Frederick	 Bacon	 (1854-1931)	 who	was	 born	 in	
Wivenhoe.	 William	 died	 on	 the	 25th	 Jan	 1855	 of	 a	 fever	 on	 board	 the	 ship	 Lost	
Shepherd	off	Melbourne,	Australia.	
	

	
	

Mary	Ann	Murrell	
	
Mary	Ann	remarried	in	April	1863	to	Daniel	William	Simmons	(1834-1915).	Living	in	
Wivenhoe	they	had	4	children;	Ernest	Henry	Murrell	 (1864-1935),	Kate	Jane	(1867-
1868),	Edgar	Joseph	(1869-1895)	and	Ethel	Eliza	(1872-1933).			
	

	
	

from	left:	Edgar,	Ernest	and	Ethel	Simmons	
	



Daniel	was	a	Master	Mariner	(CN	03936)	and	the	certificate	shows	that	Daniel	had	
been	 sailing	 on	 the	Murrell/Penny	 ship	 Fanny	 as	 mate	 and	master	 between	May	
1859	and	October	1873	and	shows	that	by	22nd	May	1879	he	had	recorded	32	years,	
6	months	and	5	days	at	sea.		
	
Daniel’s	 original	 Masters	 Certificate	 was	 lost	 in	 a	 fire	 in	 his	 cabin	 on	 the	 22nd	
November	 1885	 on	 board	 the	Blythville	 and	 reissued	 as	 CN	 16505,	 this	 certificate	
shows	that	he	was	Master	of	the	Blythville	during	December	1885	on	a	voyage	from	
Newport	 to	 Marseilles	 with	 a	 cargo	 of	 1498	 tons	 of	 welsh	 coal.	 There	 was	 an	
explosion	 off	 Portugal	 due	 to	 a	 build	 up	 of	 coal	 gases	 in	 the	 hold	 that	 caused	 a	
substantial	fire	onboard.	Once	the	fire	was	extinguished	the	Blythville	put	into	Lisbon	
where	the	cargo	was	off	 loaded,	the	ship	repaired	and	returned	to	Hartlepool.	The	
subsequent	Wreck	 Commissioners	 report	 attributed	 no	 direct	 blame	 to	 Daniel	 for	
the	explosion	
	
The	 census	 of	 1861	 shows	 both	 Daniel	 and	 Mary	 Ann	 together	 on	 the	 High	 St,	
Wivenhoe	with	 Eliza	Murrells	 and	 the	 family.	 They	 had	moved	 to	Queens	Road	 in	
1871,	in	1881	they	were	living	at	4	Park	Road	next	door	to	Mary	Ann’s	parents	where	
they	lived	until	their	deaths,	the	house	would	appear	to	have	been	named	Blythville	
as	this	is	the	house	name	and	address	showing	on	Edgar’s	Masters	Certificate.	Mary	
died	on	the	19th	October	1914	aged	84	and	Daniel	on	the	10th	May	1915;	 they	are	
buried	together	in	Wivenhoe.	
	
Ernest	became	a	railway	Station	Master,	married	Bessie	Laura	Mason	 in	April	1897	
and	 had	 2	 children.	 He	 died	 in	West	Mersea	 during	March	 1935,	 Bessie	 dying	 in	
Stowmarket	during	September	1948,	they	are	buried	together	in	Colchester.	
	
Edgar	 followed	 his	 father	 and	 was	 apprenticed	 as	 a	 mariner	 to	 his	 step-brother	
William	Bacon	in	1885,	serving	on	a	number	of	the	Sivebright	and	Bacon	ships	before	
gaining	his	Masters	Certificate	(CN21214)	in	June	1889.	He	died	in	September	1895	
in	West	Hartlepool	aged	25.	
	
Ethel	married	George	Durrant,	a	shipbuilding	foreman	from	Wivenhoe	in	1900.	They	
moved	to	Chester,	Ethel	dying	in	1933	and	George	in	1964.	
	
	
William	 Charles	 Frederick	 Bacon	 (1854-1931)	 was	 born	 on	 12th	 Jan	 1854	 in	
Wivenhoe	to	Mary	Ann	Murrells	and	William	Bacon.	At	the	age	of	7	he	is	recorded	in	
the	 1861	 census	 as	 living	 with	 his	 mother	 and	 grandparents	 on	 Park	 Street,	
Wivenhoe	and	at	the	age	of	17	the	1871	census	shows	him	as	a	mariner	living	with	
his	grandmother	on	The	Quay.		
	
William	is	recorded	as	going	to	sea	as	an	Apprentice	under	his	grandfather	Frederick	
Murrell	on	the	Marmoa	on	30	March	1868,	transferring	on	to	the	Blanch	and	Great	
Northern.	He	stayed	on	the	Great	Northern	as	3rd	Mate	until	28th	April	1873	before	
joining	 the	 Charlgrove,	 Umengi	 and	Golden	 Horn	 (master	 Joseph	 Edward	Murrell,	
Williams	Uncle)	as	2nd	Officer.	Promoted	to	1st	Officer	he	 joined	the	Palma	 in	1875	



and	became	the	Master	of	the	Esperanza	in	1875-76.	His	last	recorded	ship	being	the	
Surrey,	an	Atlantic	Transport	Co	ship	that	he	was	the	master	of	in	1882-83.	He	gained	
his	Masters	Certificate	on	the	22nd	September	1876	(CN	19398).		
	
William	retired	from	the	sea	when	he	was	29	and	by	1881	had	moved	to	Hartlepool,	
joined	 the	 West	 Hartlepool	 firm	 of	 shipbrokers	 Sivewrights	 and	 married	 Amy	
Sivewright	 in	 1881.	 	 They	 had	 5	 children;	William	 Harold	 (1883-1939),	 Elsa	Marie	
(1884-1937),	 Alan	 Harvey	 (1888-1915),	 Gladys	 Margery	 (1890-1973)	 and	 Edward	
Sivewright	(1894-1917).		Alan	was	killed	in	action	at	Gallipoli	on	6th	August	1915	and	
Edward	was	shot	down	and	killed	flying	over	Belgium	on	31st	August	1917.		
	

 
 

William Bacon, photo from his obituary in the 	
Northern Daily Mail 13th Jan 1931. 

	
Amy	died	in	1900	and	William	remarried	to	Charlotte	Harrison	in	July	1909,	they	had	
4	children;	Amy	Doris	(1879-1982),	Phyllis	Marion	(1898-1974),	Newton	Miles	(1910-
1993)	 and	 Elizabeth	 (b1913)	 In	 1902	 William	 was	 appointed	 a	 director	 of	 the	
Manchester	Ship	Canal	Company	and	 in	August	1916	became	 the	3rd	Chairman	of	
the	company.	He	died	in	Wilmslow,	Cheshire	on	12th	January	1931.	Charlotte	died	in	
December	1948.	
	


